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Prairie Biotic Research (PBR) is a 501(c)(3), scientific public charity devoted to basic, field
biological research in U.S. prairies and savannas, especially relating to conservation. PBR has five board
members and 10 scientific advisors. We are all volunteers, we all engage in this type of research
ourselves, and we're all keen on conservation of biodiversity. PBR promotes basic research through our
Small Grants Program. Whereas many attempt to restore prairies, we aim to restore prairie natural
history. We cultivate an ethic of thoughtful inquiry. We held our 21st annual meeting on April 5, 2021.
This is a very simple business and we strive to keep it simple. This is perhaps most apparent in
our website: www.prairiebioticresearch.org. Even if you have been aware for some years of our
organization and its work, you will surely better appreciate what we do and why we do it by perusing our
website where you can see some of the results, both tangible and intangible, of our efforts to foster basic,
field biological research.
We fund experimental research but we also fund observational research — natural history. We
fund applied research to grapple with particular conservation problems, but we also fund basic research
that has no currently appreciable connection with conservation. We fund only individuals. We support
field-oriented research on any taxa in U.S. prairies and savannas, on restoration and management, on
control of exotic species, and we fund biotic inventories. We favor research that produces specimens

donated to institutional collections where they will be available to support future research by others. We
fund research by self-motivated students and academic faculty but we are most eager to fund research by
independent individuals — curious, knowledgeable people who have expertise and concern for threatened
prairie and savanna habitats and all the varied life forms living there and who are not already substantially
funded. We favor research that leads to publications and presentations.
More than half of our grants support graduate students, so there is an educational aspect to our
work. There is also a cultural aspect to our work — for us, the need to study our natural world is as
compelling as painting is for the artist. What makes this activity so urgent is that these habitats and the
species that live in these habitats are vanishing, as you well know. We are gathering information that may
slow this terrible erosion of our natural heritage, while fostering the development of these researchers,
thereby sustaining our cultural heritage.
Science itself, and thus Prairie Biotic Research, are antidotes to dogma, to celebrity, to established
authority. We revel in the wonders of nature through inquiry. We foster the development of curious
people who feel driven to figure out how our world works so that we can lessen our destruction of nature.
Since our last annual meeting in April, 2020, our board of directors was of five people: Andrew
Williams (President, Treasurer), Michael Anderson (Vice-President), Rebecca Christoffel (Secretary),
Daniel Young and Kerry Katovich. Our board members and officers have agreed to continue serving in
2021.
Since our 2020 annual meeting, we had 10 scientific advisors who reviewed grant proposals.
Anastasia Becker of Missouri, Craig Brabant of Wisconsin, Rebecca Christoffel of Wisconsin, Linda
Duever of Florida, Kerry Katovich of Wisconsin, Paul Mayes of Iowa, Victoria Nuzzo of New York,
Dennis Schlicht of Iowa, Steven Sullivan of Ohio and Scott Swengel of Wisconsin filled this crucial role.
Kerry Katovich and Rebecca Christoffel are board members as well as scientific advisors. Kerry first
worked with us as a scientific advisor and was eager to resume that role. His specialty is invertebrates.
Rebecca has been on our board and an officer since our inception and has always wanted to be a scientific
advisor. She is most interested in reptiles, amphibians and bats. In the past, we had kept the roles of
board member and scientific advisor separate, but these two board members took on the role of scientific
advisor just before our 2019 Small Grants Program, which we thought would be our last grant cycle, at
least for a time. We are delighted to have these scientific advisors working with us!
Yes, 2019 may be our last annual Small Grants Program. We have become dormant, just keeping
our website alive and updated with researcher reports as they come to us. The only reason we do this is
time ─ we are running out of time. I, in particular, am running out of time. I have a quarter-century of
my own research that awaits writing up in a book and I cannot now make the time to do that. So I am
eager to set down this gratifying work of Prairie Biotic Research, which now amounts to a half-time job.
It is possible we will wish to set this marvelous cultural mechanism back in motion someday.
In 2020, we did no active fundraising and our income was much reduced. PBR received four
donations, ranging from $5.00 to $1,500 and totaling $1,590.00. We received one gift from a for-profit
business, Amazon Smile. Three private donors supported our efforts: Marlene and Bruce Ehresman, Dale
Kruse and Andrew Williams.
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SMALL GRANTS PROGRAM
Our competitive, annual Small Grants Program awards grants to individuals for the study of any
species in native or restored U.S. prairies or savannas. We favor independent researchers, but any
individual may apply. Our board members and scientific advisors are ineligible for this funding.
Historical data relating to our Small Grants Program are posted on our website, where many researcher
reports are also available.
As widely announced in 2018, the 2019 Small Grants Program is the last we foresee
administering, at least for some while.
Some grants have been returned to us as some researchers were unable to do the planned work.
Our adjusted totals are 331 grants, a total of $346,081, disbursed over 2002 - 2019. A complete list of
these grants is available on our website. Also, grant recipients each have a page on our website, which is
where their reports are posted. Some researchers have not yet reported and we expect they will, as they
are able. Various issues can slow a researcher's progress, such as weather, health, other graduate school
funding, etc. Some few researchers simply fail to report, which we find very disheartening.
Though we have made no recent grants, reports from past grant recipients continue to arrive. In
2020, we received 41 of these reports. From 2015 Wright; from 2016 Anderson, Becker, Bonjour, Fisher,
Garcia; from 2017 Baumgartner, Clay, Feller, Griffin, Haines, Herakovich, Hopkins, LaRose, Michaels,
Nelson, Penning, Reihart, Wilkins; from 2018 Anderegg, Cinel, Duell, Manion, Riser II, Semski, Taylor,
Tetlie, Vohland, White; from 2019 Andreev, Barron II, DiCarlo, Hlina and Anderson, Kanno, Larson,
McGowan, Priester, Schennum, Tornabene, Waananen, Zukoff.

Respectfully submitted,

Andrew H. Williams, Pres.
Prairie Biotic Research, Inc.
PO Box 5424
Madison, WI 53705
prairiebioticresearch@gmail.com
www.prairiebioticresearch.org
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